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Group 1. What definition of “sex” do you use in your everyday life? Does the definition change depending on the circumstances? How and where do you see your definition of sex reflected in or excluded from popular media? Using the course materials to support your reflections, analyze the meaning(s) of the term ‘sex’ that you identify.
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In my everyday life, I find myself using both of the definitions of "sex", as explained by Plante in the introduction of Sexualities in Context, A Social Perspective. Whether it is casual conversation amongst my friends and me or talking with my wife, the word sex is mainly used to describe  the physical act between two people. On occasion, I use the word sex when referring whether a baby is male or female.
As briefly described above, when i use the term "sex" it does change depending on the circumstances. My wife's best friend is expecting a baby any day. When I first found out about her pregnancy, I simply asked if she or her husband knew the "sex" of the baby yet. On the other hand, when having casual conversation with some of my friends, the word sex is used to describe the act of having sex.
As it pertains to the usage of "sex", or lack there of, in the media, I believe one usage of the word is more prevalent than the other. Popular media mainly uses the term "sex" to describe the physical act of having sex. This is commonplace in the music industry these days. Whether it is hip hop, pop or country, this use of the term "sex" is utilized to sell the artist. I rarely see the term "sex" used in the media to refer to the gender of someone. Most commonly it would appear in the news when describing an individual in a news story.
Using the word "sex" to describe the physical act of having sex would have to be the definition of sex that I use more frequently. While there are other words that could be used in place of "sex", I feel it is used mainly for the reasoning that Plante states in the Introduction section. Plante states,"It successfully replaces cumbersome communication about what we might really mean, to wit: “Did you engage in a series of progressively more intimate and arousing activities, in a relatively standard progression from kissing to hopefully some sort of climax or orgasm?” We tend to use sex to refer to penile-vaginal intercourse in this context." I don't believe I have ever referred to sex in the drawn out excerpt above. Nor do I ever recall hearing it described in that manner, whether in a setting of a group of friends or through the mainstream media. I would have to say that the combination of the two would the reasoning that I do use it in the context I do. Until reading these first 3 chapters, I had never really put much thought into how complex Love and Sex is as it pertains to everyday life. It has gained my attention for the simple fact that I tend to typically take things the way I see them, or hear them. I always appreciate seeing things through others perspectives.
Plante, R. (2015). Sexualities in Context. New York: Routledge








Dylan Petersen
[image: https://kennesaw.view.usg.edu/d2l/img/lp/pixel.gif]Actions for reply by Dylan Petersen
yesterday at 4:11 PM
[image: Last edited: Tuesday, September 13, 2016 4:55 PM EDT]
When I say the word "sex" I am mostly commonly referring to the act of sexual intercourse. The definition usually does change for me based on the circumstances because the correct use of the word is any form of sexual activity. Nowadays, most people that are younger, including myself, only refer to sex as when intercourse occurs. Of course I know that anything sexual is considered sex, but when my boyfriend and I have oral sex, I usually do not refer to it as sex. Now, this is only considering the word sex as for the physical part of it.
Another scientific way to define sex is your gender based off your genitalia. However, most people to do not usually say, "My sex is male/female." They usually use the word "gender" in place of "sex". 
I usually see my definition of sex reflected in mainstream media because usually on reality television people say, "No, we did not have sex," even though they did just about everything accept for intercourse. I believe that this is because of the notion that sex is bad. So in order for people to keep themselves feeling bad about doing sexual things they use terms such as "fooling around" or similar. 
Overall, the definition of sex can be described in multiple ways. Plante describes in the scientific was as an act and in the gender approach. Different people have different definitions so for example if you were to ask a couple who does engage in sexual activity, but not intercourse one of them may say that they do have sex, while the other will say that they just "fool around" and that is it. I think that the media and our society has changed the definition of sex dramatically over the years, and it will only become more complex. 
Plante, R. (2015). Sexualities in Context. New York: Routledge.
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                Sex is used interchangeably among people on a day to day basis; however, the definition of sex I typically use is form of intercourse among two people, more commonly between heterosexual couples (Plante 68). Although I do not normally use the definition of sex to describe the “biologically based components of organisms,” I have begun to hear it more often because I work at a hospital (Plante 68). I work in the labor and delivery part of the hospital for the most part, so I hear the doctors mentioning the sex of the newborns. Prior to this course, I used to use gender and sex interchangeably when it came to the biological definition of the term.
                The definition of the word sex does change with regards to the circumstance. When it comes to conversation about whether a baby is male or female, I use the biological term of the word sex. On the other hand, I use the other definition of sex from time to time when conversing with my friends. I often use the intercourse definition of sex when discussing certain television series such as Orange is the New Black or Jane the Virgin where the term is very commonly used.  
                As previously mentioned, many popular shows typically reflect the definition of sex which means the penile-vaginal intercourse, commonly. Along with television series, many songs in popular media focus the song on sexual intercourse and many magazines do as well. Magazines often contain headlines such as, “Make Sex Sizzle Tonight” found on the Australian Women Health magazine which often attracts the attention of both men and women. Furthermore, I often see the mention of the biological definition of sex in popular media such as magazines where the sex of celebrities’ babies s being announce such as Kourtney Kardashian’s reveal of the gender of her second baby on OK magazine.
                Although sex has two definitions, the most commonly used among people tends to be to define sexual intercourse. The biological definition is most commonly used in hospitals however. Similar to my situation many people tend to use gender interchangeably with sex; for example, I sometimes ask, “what is the gender of the baby,” instead of the sex, when a newborn comes into the world. It did not occur to me that what I was saying was actually not the correct way to use the terms. Learning how to correctly use the form of the terms has really changed the way I will now use the term sex and gender.
Plante, R. (2015). Sexualities in Context. New York: Routledge
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   The definition of sex that I use in my everyday life would vary.  I feel that sex usually refers to intercourse but it's broader than that.  Sex refers to but is not limited to: intimacy, gender identification, intercourse, love, passion, and interests of yours.  When I talk about sex, I usually mean either intimacy between two partners, who are primarily heterosexual, such as Plante states, or meaningless intercourse between two people.  Sex is also used interchangably to describe one's gender.  I feel that different sexual activities do count as sex, but for me personally, I feel that sex is when one refers to vaginal intercourse via penetration, but not to be limited to various activities of sex.  
   The definition of sex varies from situation to situation.  When someone talks about sex, since it is a broad topic, they could be talking about a variety of aspects.  I feel its worth noting that some important topics to cover when talking about sex include: sexual preference or gender, safety, preferences of turn-ons, variations of sexual activities, etc.  In one situation, when someone is talking about sex, they could be talking about the safety and precautions to take when having sexual intercourse.  In another situation, one could be talking about the quality of their sexual intercourse.  So I feel it definitely varies.  
   I see my personal definition of sex being highly used in the media. I think sex plays a very big part of todays media simply because it grabs peoples attention (Plante 33).  In various songs, music videos, and even on social media, many people exploit sex for a means of fame, wealth, and a way to be relevant.  For example, in certain music videos, there will be attractive females in skin tight clothes, moving in sensual ways and making sexual gestures, while the lyrics are also referring to intercourse and various sex-related things.  On the other hand, including sex in the media doesn't always have to refer to intercourse. For example, when you see a Victoria Secret commercial advertising their products. The girls that advertise the product, advertise it for other woman to be able to feel sexy in what they wear, not necessarily to get in bed. 
Overall, I feel that sex is on a broad spectrum in reference to itself. When we talk about sex nowadays, it is becoming more accepted as an "acceptable" conversation topic. Thus, making sex an exploitable subject matter in media. 
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The information presented in chapter 3 was certainly an eye-opener. Plante introduced me to a wide array of vocabulary and new information that I would not have known otherwise. Her distinction between sex and gender has helped me see the difference and importance of each. Before learning this new material, I had a difficult time sorting between the two terms. For example, when I would fill out a job application, and it would ask for my sex and gender, I’ve always wondered why because I truly thought they carried the same meaning.
Although the term can be situational, typically when I am referring to sex, I am talking about the intimate relation between two people. Unless I am having a science-based conversation, I do not really use the term “sex” in any other manner. Even when talking about someone’s biological sexual identification, I have a tendency to use the word ‘gender’. However, after learning the difference in chapter 3 between the terms ‘sex’ and ‘gender’, I will be more cautious in differentiating between the two.
I believe my connotation of the term ‘sex’, like many others, has come from the media and the public view. A lot of times in TV shows, movies, or books, “sex” is simply the sexual relation between two people. And even though there are multiple forms of intercourse, the penile-vaginal relationship is what I have always attributed to the term ‘sex’. Sex is a reoccurring theme in the media. Growing up in an age where information is located in the palm of my hand, I have been exposed to a wide array of information and examples of sex. For example; every other sex scandal between celebrities that has been going on for as long as I remember, or even the hot and steamy soap operas my mother has watched since I was young. I grew up learning from the media that sex was an intimate action, not necessarily someone’s biological makeup. Another great example of a factor that has shaped my connotation of sex would be the Glamour article presented in chapter 2. This is a prime instance of how the media pushes us to think that sex is only an act done in the bedroom. Very rarely in a pop culture magazine will you find an article about the biological science behind sex.
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The first question our professor asks is, "What definition of sex do you use in your everyday life?" I truly had to think about that. It seems sex has become such a regular word that's been tossed around from person to person in one way or another daily. Personally, I feel as if within my group of friends, which is incredibly diverse as far as their genders, sexual orientation, etc. Sex has become a topic that we are either discussing or arguing. In my every day life I would say that sex is something that is most discussed in a form that has to do with sexual relations, but not necessarily between heterosexual partners. With such a wide range of individuals they are down the line with the roles they have in their sexuality. 
I think the definition can absolutely change depending on the circumstance. The word its self can have such a wide variety of definitions and meanings in our mainstream world. The word "Sex" is found in news media online or in a newspaper, to hospitals where new life is being born and the first thing you hear is the doctor telling you the newborns sex. It's also something that you can hear between friends. Noticeably in the music and entertainment industry you can find some sort of meaning of the word sex. Anything from trying to sell clothing to lyrics in a song actually discussing a heterosexual intercourse relationship.
Plante, R. (2015). Sexualities in Context. New York: Routledge.
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What definition of “sex” do you use in your everyday life? Does the definition change depending on the circumstances? How and where do you see your definition of sex reflected in or excluded from popular media? Using the course materials to support your reflections, analyze the meaning(s) of the term ‘sex’ that you identify.
My definition of sex in everyday life is usually the physical act. More specifically, I am referring to penile-vaginal intercourse. Because the word "sex" has so many different definitions and varieties, it is difficult to think of just one definition that I use, therefore I am going with the definition I use most commonly. My definition does change depending on the circumstance or conversation I am having. For example, if I am talking to someone about their baby and ask, "What is the sex?" I am obviously meaning is it biologically a male or a female. If I am talking to a friend or my sister perhaps, I mean the physical act of sex. This is why in the Introduction of Sexualities in Context: A Social Perspective by Rebecca F. Plante, Plante makes sure to clarify the two most common definitions of "sex" (XVI-XVII).  
My definition of sex is everywhere in the media. It is in just about every television show with a rating of TV-14 and up. TV shows usually have some degree of sex in them whether it's Pretty Little Liars or True Blood. Plante briefly brings up the show Desperate Housewives and how it was "...captivating viewers with its depictions of housewives' affairs and sexual escapades."(15-16). People are intrigued by sex so Hollywood gives what people are interested in. 
Occasionally, you even see some children's TV shows that have a couple suggestive comments or images thrown in here and there. Take Spongebob for example. In one episode, there was a scene of Spongebob watching a sea anemone on his TV. His pet snail, Gary enters the room and Spongebob quickly changes the channel acting like he was not doing anything and immediately says he was just watching sports. To younger kids this doesn't seem like anything, but it is insinuated that Spongebob was watching pornography.
Furthermore, there are books like 50 Shades of Grey that are explicit and focus on sex, magazines that gossip about celebrity sex scandals, and songs that glorify having sex with different women every night. It is very clear that sex (the physical act) is truly everywhere in the media. 
Although my usual definition of "sex" is just penile-vaginal intercourse, I understand that the word "sex" encompasses other things such as oral sex, or any sexual thing people do. Plante's definitions actually opened my eyes to this and I realized how close-minded I have been up to that point when it comes to what sex really means and how different people give it different meanings. 
Plante, R. F. (2006). Sexualities in context: A social perspective. New York: Westview Press.
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Group 1. What definition of “sex” do you use in your everyday life? Does the definition change depending on the circumstances? How and where do you see your definition of sex reflected in or excluded from popular media? Using the course materials to support your reflections, analyze the meaning(s) of the term ‘sex’ that you identify.
I do not think my definition of "sex" changes in my everyday life, but it is quite a broad definition. While mainly I think of sex in terms of sexual intercourse or a person's or animal's gender, it can also mean any sort of sexual activity. I would say that chapter three showed me that determining whether someone's sex is male or female is more complicated than it seems when you take into account chromosome mutations such as Klinfelter syndrome (Plante 68). I would say in terms of gender, one with the sex of male or female would be someone who most closely resembles a male or female physically.
I would say that media these days talks about sex more commonly, at least in the US. This is most likely due to the fact that the US is moving more towards secularism. Christianity is still very prevalent in the US, but it is far less widely practiced then it was 50 years ago. Without a "rule book" such as the Bible or the Quran, people will do what is most pleasurable to them. 
Plante, R. F. (2006). Sexualities in context: A social perspective. New York: Westview Press.






































Group 1. What definition of “sex” do you use in your everyday life? Does the definition change depending on the circumstances? How and where do you see your definition of sex reflected in or excluded from popular media? Using the course materials to support your reflections, analyze the meaning(s) of the term ‘sex’ that you identify.
My definition of "sex" is any consensual physical activity involving intimacy between either heterosexual individuals or homosexual individuals. This involves any kind of intimate physical activity in which society deems to be sexual or where the act results in sexual pleasure. However, my definition of "sex" does change depending on the circumstance. For the most part, my definition stands as stated above, yet occasionally I use the word interchangeable when discussing or describing the human anatomy and describing the gender of an individual. I also use the word "sex" in terms of describing something that is sexually evoking. For example, reading materials, such as books like "Fifty Shades of Grey", or provocative commercials that emphasize on the act of sex without actually performing the physical act initiates the thought of sex.
My main definition of sex is used widely throughout popular media. The most famous quote known throughout any media or social media outlet is the fact that "sex sells". Almost everything that is presented through media has some form of sexual conduct. Whether it's a short clip of individuals starting to perform the act on a popular television show, or the discussion of how sex in the form of beautification in the culture of rap music and inappropriate clothing amongst women is affecting our youth plays a huge part on how media reflects the term "sex". The term sex in social media or any type of media is used in various ways with particular attention to the act of intimate physical activities amongst individuals.
Overall the term "sex" can not be coined in just one straight forward definition. As Plante stated in the text "everything that constitutes "sex" cannot and should not be boiled down or overly simplified. It is a mistake to assume that if we want to understand sex all we need to do is find a road map to our bodies and rely on our "sex drives" to guide us further" (pg.5). Because the word sex has so many different meanings spread throughout different cultures and the impact media has on what the word should really mean places this term in a category where there is no wrong or right definition. I believe that the root definition of sex comes from within the individual and what he/she makes of it based on internal/external environmental factors including culture, media, and sexual preference.  
Plante, R. (2015). Sexualities in Context. New York: Routledge.
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The word “sex” can be used several ways depending on the person and the situation. According to Plante, “In this form, It means “doing it,” “making love,” or any other synonym for penile- vaginal intercourse.” I defined the word sex by sexual intercourse by two people. It can be between same sex partners, or a male and a female. Also, It is what makes a female and male difference. Sex can be more than just intimacy between two people, it can be referred to sexual orientation, sexual behavior,etc..
The definition of sex does change depending on the circumstances. For example, sex can be defined as whether you are a male or female. When you fill out an application, or any form, sometimes we are asked what your sex is. Just because you are born a male or female, it does not mean that they will “act like their sex.” Gender plays a role when it comes to the word “sex.”
Media plays a big role on today’s society when referred to sex. “ You might buy the magazine, hoping that you might remember the suggestions some night when you’re actually in a position to try them out” (Plante 33). By that, Plante talks about how magazines can grab your attention by adding or point out the word “sex.”  Sex plays a big part in most music videos. Everything in this society basically revolves around even if we don’t want to see it. Advertisements have a lot of sexual images and people get the wrong idea on what sex really is.
Plante, R. (2015). Sexualities in Context. New York: Routledge
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The definition of sex I use in my everyday life is either someone being a male or female or the activity. In our culture today sex is a very open topic. It is discussed on TV and you hear people talking about it pretty regularly. Things can be implied like a cat call. I think the meaning can change depending on the context. My generation is very open about the topic. You can hear in a classroom guys and girls talking about weather they had it or not. Sometimes things can be implied. When it comes to the gender some people will talk, oh he's a girl if he is whining or does something girly. There aren't as many things that people would say oh she is such a guy compared to being called a girl.
When it comes to the media they defiantly go for the sex sells. On magazines it is who is hooking up with who. The gossip stories come out first and last to keep your attention on the story. Commercials always have the extremely attractive in shape people because that is what we all want to see. This year there was a whole issue about the "plus" size model in the Sports Illustrated Swimsuit magazine. People didn't know how to handle something that wasn't the norm.
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The word “sex” is a very complicated term with no definite definition due to the fact that each individual views sex in various ways and no one is right or wrong. For instance, before I started taking this class I would classify sex as a male and female having sexual intercourse for pleasure and also, to bring life into this world. There are certain occasions where people will have sex with multiple partners, known as a threesome, or with an even larger number of individuals just depending on what the people like and are equally down to do. Also, I see sex as the biological term for determining a baby is born as a boy or girl. Depending on the context being used of the word “sex” determines how I interpret the proper usage of the term. When sex is used in a sexual intercourse way, this can be a powerful tool due to the fact that feelings, emotions, and bonds are involved. This is where love, jealously, and cheating come into play and when feelings are strong, it will cause lovers or a person who thinks that he/she is in love to commit harsh and deviant acts. Sex should be for mature people, but in society nowadays the younger generation are more sexually active and having babies because social media, television, and other outlets are corrupting their young and immature minds. In the news, we hardly hear about mature adults having babies unless it is a celebrity couple. On the other hand, the only time society hears about a young girl being impregnated is if she is raped.           
            Furthermore, in the first couple of chapters that I have read, it broadened my perspective on the term “sex” because the book refers to various terms such as sodomite, someone who is engaged in sex with a member of the same sex. (Page 3) I never knew there are terms that exist for same sex partners and for people who are unsure of themselves. I will end with a quote from the book, “Sex does double duty, used in a variety of contexts to refer to sexual activities and to biological characteristics, or “the sum of the structural, functional, and behavioral characteristics of living things.”  (Page 68) To sum it up, sex can be a gift from heaven or a dangerous thing if not used in the proper way.
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My definition of sex is used in every day life. Sex can vary in many different ways. It is described as the physical act of two individuals having intercourse. Sex can also be referred to as intimacy, gender identification, and a form of love, passion. When most people refer to sex they are typically referring to vaginal intercourse via penetration. Sex is used interchangeably among people. Sex is a very serious act and should not be taken lightly because emotions are involved that could do damage to the individual for a long time to come.
 
 
Sex is portrayed everywhere in the media because sex is a topic that is widely discussed among many people. Sometimes even children’s television shows may talk about sex. For example, on YouTube random people around the world make some of the videos, and they have animations with sexual scenes or topics of discussion. When this happens, parents should closely monitor the content there child is viewing. Sometimes YouTube can corrupt children topics that their young mind is not ready for. In many Victoria Secret commercials the models will show off clothing in a seductive manner to advertise the clothing. Another example is in television shows such as Love and Hip-hop, where some of the people in the show talk about having sex with different people.
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Group 1. What definition of “sex” do you use in your everyday life? Does the definition change depending on the circumstances? How and where do you see your definition of sex reflected in or excluded from popular media? Using the course materials to support your reflections, analyze the meaning(s) of the term ‘sex’ that you identify.
Sex to me is more about the intimate interaction between two people. I know that sex can refer to other things but this is the first thing that comes to mind when I think of my everyday definition of sex. The definition of sex can definitely change depending on circumstance. In the text, Plante refers to sex in two different ways. Plante presents that sex can refer to male or female, as well as the act itself. In the circumstance where someone wants to know the sex of their child versus wanting to know when their teenage daughter starts to have sex, sex can mean two different things.
I see my definition of sex all over popular media. It is shown to be something that is linked with love or something completely eroticized. Plante expresses that language plays a huge role in how sex is perceived. When people use words like fuck, screw, and bang; the words can imply that the other person is being taken advantage of. But in other cases people use expressions such as; making love, sexual intercourse, and mating and these could have to do with people who care for one another. Sex is shown in a derogatory or meaningful way on popular media. When sex is brought up to me, I immediately think of the act and I think this is because of popular media and how they mainly show sex in this way.
I think that sex has a different meaning to different people. But Plante tells us that sex has to different meaning and that people interpret those meanings different according to background, media, and socialization. When I think of sex biologically, I see myself as a female but others have a more complicated answer to what their sex is. And when I think of sex as an act, I think of making love. So everyone has their own distinctive definition of sex. 
Plante, R. (2015). Sexualities in Context. New York: Routledge 
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Sidney Lumpkin: Group 1
            In everyday life, the term ‘sex’ is often colloquially used in reference to sexual intercourse between a man and woman – specifically penile-vaginal intercourse. The term ‘intercourse’ by itself also generally connotes the same meaning or assumption of penile-vaginal intercourse, even though there are many other forms of intercourse (Plante 2015). My personal definition and general use of the terms 'sex' and 'intercourse' would overwhelmingly match this. Popular media largely helps perpetuate the thought that ‘sex’ usually implies penile-vaginal intercourse. A vast majority of the movies, TV shows, and books I consume present sex in exactly this light. However, it’s important to remind myself that there can be vastly varying definitions applied to the term ‘sex’. Depending on the context, ‘sex’ can absolutely have other definitions – the main example being the common use of ‘sex’ to refer to a person’s biological reproductive parts (their ‘sex’). There are also innumerable personal interpretations of what is considered to be ‘sex’ in reference to different forms of intercourse.
        In regards to these personal interpretations, a person’s use of the term is highly dependent on their personal beliefs regarding sex (and these personal beliefs largely based on their socialization). For instance, if a homosexual person referred to ‘sex’ their definition of what sex is would likely not solely be penile-vaginal intercourse between a man and woman. What they consider to be sex likely, rather, involved a partner of the same sex and sexual acts other than penile-vaginal intercourse. This doesn’t mean that their definition of sex is wrong, it just goes to show that there are many different definitions. Plante presents an example of this conundrum in Chapter Two; when presenting research questions it was important for researchers to keep in mind how respondents would interpret the meaning of sex if not precisely defined in the question. People are often confused to what exactly people mean by ‘sex’ and what should be included (Plante 2015).
 
Plante, R. F. (2015). Sexualities in Context: a social perspective. New York: Routledge.
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group 1 - Sex?
Coming from a community that is very conservative on the meaning on “sex” I had always associated this term with the actual act of two people having intercourses. One major aspect of the meaning I was always used is to describe what genitalia someone has. Sex describe male and female. Before I came do the U.S. my main understanding of this word was to assign it to the visual and “social” norm of gender attribution given to someone born with a specific “sex” type. However, I realized that “sex” not have to correspond with gender identity. This is because I have met transgender people, so I never find it appropriate to ask someone their sex or to use the terms man and woman to describe sex. The appropriate term I realized is gender because it is more inclusive, but I often hear sex used interchangeably with gender in conversation and in the media.
The media has portrayed many stereotypes towards individual sexuality as in gender. That is one definition I had always.
I also use sex to describe any intimate sexual act. The idea of sexual activity may be something other than intercourse (vaginal penetration involving a penis). I see that this is often not the case for other people and within the media, as sex is often used to describe only sexual intercourse between two people of opposite sexes or two men. It is not yet inclusive of all the type of genders that exist which I now think can be bias.
Like I said, coming from a conservative country my idea of it was always straightforward: someone with a penis is a man, someone with a vagina is a female. Any other genders do not exist or is not really permissible or discussed. Learning more about it and the different aspect of the term is eye opening.
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The definition of sex that I use in my everyday life would be the biological term, as in male or female, and the physical term, as in sexual intercourse. However, I rarely use the word sex to refer to a person’s gender. Instead, I usually use words like male and female, or boy and girl if I want to refer to someone’s biological sex. Those words just seem more natural and casual for everyday conversation. I would say that when I use the word sex, I am mostly referring to intercourse.
It can be a tricky word for me though, and it does change depending on the circumstances. The reason for this is because the physical act of sex can mean different things for different people. Not so much for heterosexuals, but for gay females like myself. You might get different answers on what is considered sex between two females, depending on who you ask. It can even be hard for me to say definitively what sex is between females. So it can be a little confusing, and the definition definitely changes for me depending on the circumstances.
Gay sex in popular media can be a bit confusing as well. Although sex seems to be everywhere these days, the media definitely seems to shy away from gay sex. Gay people and couples are seen more than ever these days on TV shows, movies, and in music, but it still seems to be a touchy subject when it comes to gay sex. Plante talked about this in our book, which was written ten years ago, and it seems things have not changed much in that regard. I think the media does try to push the envelope at times, and it is helping with making the gay lifestyle more visible, but I think they also try to stay in line with what they think the general public will accept.
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My definition of sex is typically referring to the act of sexual intercourse.  Although recently the media seems to be focusing on sex in reference to genders more so than the actual act of sex. The transgender community has become more widely heard about and understood.  There is now a selection for "no gender" in certain instances. There has been a turn towards more acceptance for homosexuals and transsexuals.  Now that society is starting to consider more than just "male" or "female" as the common genders, there are people with strongly developed opinions on the matter.  These opinions have recently been shown in the media so I have frequently been hearing the term "sex" as gender.
Overall, the definition of sex can be described in multiple ways. Plante describes it as the scientific  as an act and in the gender approach. I think that the media and our society has changed the definition of sex dramatically over the years, and it will only become more complex. 
Plante, R. (2015). Sexualities in Context. New York: Routledge.
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group 1 post here- What definition of “sex” do you use in your everyday life? Does the definition change depending on the circumstances? How and where do you see your definition of sex reflected in or excluded from popular media? Using the course mat
       Growing up I've always thought of sex as a intimate act or another person's gender, but growing up I've seen the definition loosen, and personally I think sex and genders are highly related. In the book Plante refers to sex in the form of "doing it, or "making love", but goes on to talk about the biological aspects of sex, but also how there can be many definition of sex as she goes on to say "The wording .......... is a hint that there are more than two sexes in many species. (P.68)"  Just like in the book as I've gotten older in the 20th century I've seen the term sex stop being a easily defined word. Sex can't be defined, and for me sex is something we identify or relate to it's not just love between a male or female. It can be transsexual, genderfluid, and many other things. Based on the circumstances we're in we may change our definitions of sex, and it also highly depends on the culture and environment we were raised in. Religion determines sex, culture determines sex, and we as people determine our sex. In today's culture identifying as just a single sex can make you a CISgender, and identifying as genderfluid might make you strange depending on who you're around.
         I think sex is an interesting term, but also very hard to examine, and it is very hard to force people to abide by the traditional definition of sex. I mean we all have our own ideas of what we identify as, and we all have to consider culture, the way people are raised, and religion in our aspects of sex. All around the world people have different values, and for me my definition of sex is what a person wants it to me. It's not just a sexual act between two genders that involve vaginal penetration, but it's far more complicated, and I don't think I can pin an exact definition on it. 
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